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ESSAY L 


oC He Diſputes concerning Turiſdidtion 
1n matters'relating to the-- Church, 

| have been ſo various, that they have 
much ſhaken the peace of theSrare; 
whilft many making it a great part 
of theirRel:zgion to conteſt for pow- 
n D & er,have almoſt alrogether deſtroy'd 
WEE, the power of Religion, The ſtrife 4- 
mongſt the Diſciples of our Saviour | Who _— be the 
greateſt ſeems nor yet to be ended; and though we all 
rofefſcour ſelves to be ſervants of that Maſter, - whole 
cingdom is not of this world, yer thoſe who in amore pe- 
cular manner bear his coonizance,think it'is not enough 
fr.themroreign with him hereafter, unleſſe they may 
bee admitted toexercife ſome juriſdiddion for - him here 
below; the way to keep the government rponhis ſhoul- 
dcris (as rhey ſuppoſe) to pur it into rheir hands, Yet 
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fince they ſeem to claim no power herein, but what they 


pretend roderive from Chriſt, who is eonfefled by: all = 


to beethe head ofthe Church,the trueſt ground we can 
take to cleer theſe Diſputes , will bee to examine the 


wer which Chriſt attributeth ſolely ro himſelf over 


is Church, and that wherein hee uſeth the Miniſtery 
of others; and how far the Magiſtrate is concerned 
therein. | TON Cove 
The aQions then which "Chriſt exerciſeth ſolely-and 
immediately over his Church, referre cither to the be- 
ginning or end ef his Kingly Office.. To the beginning 
clongs his Legiſlative power,aot _ in the mereplain 
promulgation of the Law , and the freeing of it from 


corrupt interpretations, but inthe conſtitution of the 


Evangelicall Miniſtery and A the abolition 


ofthe Jewiſh rites. To the end relates thar definitive 


Juriſdiion, whereby at the laſt day he ſhall condemne 
the wicked, and abſolyc the godly, and ſodcliver up the 
Kingdome to his Father. Theſe Chriſt exccuteth only 
by himſelfe. Thoſe aRions wherein he uſeth the Mini- 
_ of others, have relation (as I may ſo ſpeak) either 
tO the outward,or the inward man, To the inward man, 
when by the power of his Spirit accompanying his 
_Word, hee illuminates the underftanding, 8c. Hence 
it is, - becauſe the work of Miniſters and others hercin, 
15 ſubſcrvient to the ations of God, who is the princi. 
pall cauſe, or rather his workin and by them, the cffe 
which belongs to the chicfe agent is ſometimes applyed 
tothe inſtrument, and fo they are ſaid to ſave men, to 
remit fins, 8&:c. The ations which relate to the outward 
man, confiſt in the. defending and protecting of big 
| - Churc 
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(3) 
Churchfrom Enemies and in the right ordering and 
ordaining of whatever may make for the berter propa- 
gation andeſtabliſhment hereof. 
And here begins the Diſpute concerning the Diſci- 
pline Chaiſt hath left for the government of his Church, 


 andby whomit is to be adminiſtred. To omit the ſe- 


verall conteſts hereabouts, o full of paſſion and inte- 
reſt, that if Gods love to his Church had not been grea- 
terto preſerve it, then the devills malice is, or can bee 
by theſe diviſions te deftroy it, it had been long ſince 
torne inpieces, which yet remains bur in a ſhattered 
condition. It will not be impertinentI conceive, after 
all theſe ſtirs, calmly to inquire, Whether Chriſt hath 
left ſucha particular Diſcipline ot form of Government, 
as his Church in all ages and places is to obſerve. I pre- 
ſume the rather ro propoſe this , becauſe the Scripture 
ſcems to ſpeak hereof in generall terms ouly, as, Ler all 
things be done decently and in order : andthar we find 
ſome offices, as that of Widows inthe Apoſtles times, 
which I know none that plead for now : and other cus» 
ſtomes, as ſaying Ames in Prayer with an audible voices 
teaching or propheſying with the head uncovered, the 
contrary whereof is praiſed by the Miniſters of the 
French Churches, wi other things that might bee in- 
ftanced in,which ſeem of Apoſtolical.inſtitution,and yer 
the practiſe thereof continued not long.in the Church. 
es, the Reformed Churches: differ herein much 
amoneft themſelyes. Though the Church of Geneve 
holds , that Chrift hath inſtituted four Orders for the . 
prom of his Church,Paſtors, Doctors,Elders and 


eacons, yet they ſeem as the Frexch Churches to con- 
| A3 found; 


(4) 
found the office of Elder and Deacon, amongſt whom, 
and the-Churches of Holand, there is that difference in 


Diſcipline, that thoſe Frexch Churches thar'are there, 


have their Confiſtorics and Synods apart. Whence we 
May inferre, there may be aunity in Doctrine, where 
there is not an uniformity in Difcipline; though the gar- 
ment of Chrift be without rent or ſeam, yet that of the 
Church may be of divers coloms. And if wee ſhould 
admit that Chriſt hath left a freedome and latitude to 
his Church herein, which we muſt doe,or condemne all 
the Churches of God 'that have been hitherto , ſince 
they have in all ages differed herein more or lefſe.What 
needs all this adoe? Why doc not wee rather ftrive to 
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, then 
indeavour an impofhible uniformity of what we can never 
reaſonably expeet. Tt will more concernus by a true 
faith-ro afſure our ſelves that we are members of Chriſt, 
and conſequently a-part of the true Church, then ro bee 
intangled any longer in theſe Queſtions,wherein though 
moſt make ſuch peremptory diviſions, according tothe 
intereſt they have eſpouſed , whoever ſeeks impartially 
to be reſolved; will find little fatisfaction , but pofhibly 

conchude,; thar as to tbe rites, and moſt things relati 
to the outward government ofthe Church, God har: 
zreſcribed no ſuch certain conſtitution,as man. nd, 
t hath lefr themto be ordered according to the rules 
of Chriftian-prudence and charity. And this appears to 
me moſt Loans both to rruth and reafor;for as when 
God made choice of the Tews for his peculiar Church, 
he particularly preferib'd the-rites and Government to 
be obſcrved by them, firced nodoubr 10 the Genius and 
oatere 
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(5) 
nature of that people, ſo now, that he hath diffuſed his 
Churchover all nations, and that his worſhip, the ſha- 
dows being cook away,confiſts.only in Spiritand truth 
the preſcribing of ourward forms and diſcipline ſeems 
not ſo much to be the intent of the Goſpel,as thoſe that 
are moſt.intereſled therein, after they have made them 
matters only of theirown cognizance, would pur into 
our Creed. Sure I amymoſt Chriſtian States have under- 
Rood ito, as will appear if we look upon the Hiſtories 
ofthe times paſt , or the conſtitutions of their goyern-= 
ment at preſent,who have ever looked yon the Church 
as contained.inthe State, and therefore have ordered all 
Ecclehiafticall perſons and functions according to the- 
Civill-anctions. Where-ever then wee find the Word 
of God faithfully preached, and the Sacraments duly 
adminiſtred;, wee need not doubt but Chrift hath his 
Church, though we may-imagine many defects other- 
wiſeinpoinr; of Diſcipline , which, whilſt wee amend 

whatever we/know:to be amiſſe in ourſelves, wee. muſt 

leave to bee: reformed! by thoſe who have the power 
committed'to.them, and who they arcis the. next En- 
nie. : ey ; 

] Thethirſt of Power and. Government where- it. once - 

takes is unquenchable, Ambition is.a:diſcaſe which 1s 

rather-heightned then'cured by. Phyſick, What ſtronger 
preſervative can bee preſcribed againſt this poiſon, then 
the example'ofour Saviour in-his-life-and doctrine?. and. 
yet what high towers of Pride hath hee that.ſtiles hims 

{elf bis Vicar built upon'this humble foundation? Ler us: 

then' take heed, left by; pretending, to. adyance 'the 

Scepter of Chriſt, we put a-Reed A T- adv 
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(6) 
pleading for our own power ruine his. Since therefore - 
the Church of God amongſt us confifts- of Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates,as well as Miniſters and-People , let- us in 
the firſt place conſider the Magiſtrates power and office; 
whoſe function, unleſſe he fail of his duty, citheras a 
Magifſtrate,or a Chriſtian, muſt necds extend to theicare 
and well ordering of all things whereby we may lead as 
well a godly asa peaceable lite, By thelaw of nature we 
know the ſame man _might. bee , and often. was[both 
Xing and Prieſt,the office of Priefthood was ſtill annex- 
ed to the Primogeniture.in that moſt equal government 
of the Patriarchs over their families and deſceridents, 
And when by Gods poſitive law the Leviricall: Prieft- 
hood was inſtituted,fome reliques of the ancient cuſtom 
Nill remained, the fathers of families were to ſlay the 
Paſchalllamb, and any that was skilfull- therein might 
circumciſe; the gift of Propheſie , which might ſeem 
more peculiar to the Prieſthood, was ſometimes beftows 
ed upon their Kings, and as often upon private perſons 
- a$their Prieſts. And here it might beenquired, whether 
under the Goſpel the office of 'Supream Magiſtracy, 
* anda Paſtorall charge might be performed by the ame 
perſon? which though we ſhould deny, would nothing 
prejudice our afſcrtion, Imperantis now " imperata face- 
re, ſed imperando jubere ut fiant.. Magiſtrates may well 
enough rake care that Miniſters perform their duty, . 
and thatall things Kar yon, to Religion be duly admini- 
ftred, without undertaking the particular functions 
themſelves. Hence itis, thatthey are called, Paſtorum 
paſtores, & cuftodes #trinſque 1abu{z, Nor dothi the 
luſtre of Supream Authonty ever appear more oo 
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then when it ſhines forth in the due care and ordering of 
religious matrers,which either are or ought to be chiefly 
regarded. The Roman Emperours accounted the office 
of Poxtifex Maximus too great tobe imparted toothers, 
and the beſt of Chriſtian Princes have rather eſteemed 
it theirduty, thenany intruſton, to take cognizance of 
things pertaining to Religion. If ſome hayc been more 
remiſſe thereinthen others, their negle& cannot preju- 
dice the right of thoſe that come after them. Thoſe then 
are toouncivill with their Superiours, that 'whilſt they 
maketheir own funRions to paſſe for ſuch ſolemn and 
and ſacred things,afford them only a Civill title. Whar, 
not their officc roo of divine.inftitution? may not thoſe 
that are nurſing Fathers of the Church ſee that the chil- 
dren have bread? If the Biſhop of Rowe under pretence 
' onlyof being Chriſts Vicar hath aſſumed ſo much power 
in > & Church, may not they that are truly his Vice-ge- 
rents,ſee that all things be adminiſtred according to his 
direQion? And as their authority is divine becauſe they 
are Magiſtrates, ſo we muſt allow their Acts to be ſome- 
thing more then Civil or profane ( as they are uſually 
ſtyled) it we ha ye but ſo much charity as to take them 
for Chriftians. All Rivers loſe their name when they 
come once to be cmpried into the ſea, and whoever 
| ou up his name unto Chriſt, muſt be content only to 
ear his imageand ſuperſcription, his whole man and all 
kis aRions are, or ought to be then truly Chriſtian and 
holy. Andas the Magiſtrate cannor ſay this or that hee 
may doe, as a Magiſtrate, butnot as a Chriſtian, fince 
thetic of his Religion being the higheſt, (wallowsup all 
other relations , and gives the denomination to all his 
B ations 
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. ations; ſo-0Ught not any ingenuous man by ſuch poore 
ſhifts and diſtinRions, = the compaſiing of Me 
what pretended authority, cither teach the Magiſtrate ro 
negleR. his duty, orothers to contemn his power. Bur 
1s not the iſtrate withinthe Church , and dothnort 
the Paſtors office extend to him, as well by the preach- - 
ing of the Goſpel,as by the cxerciſc of the power of the 
Keyes? "Tis true, he.is, but we muſt not then make the 
Church ſuch a thing, aad afterwards give it that power 
as rhany doe, nor may the Paſtors by the exercifing of - 
their Minifteriall function, thereby more pretend to ad- 
vance their authority oroffice aboye his, then the Phy- 
ftian by curing him as well as others, or the Chirurge- 
on, by lancing his wounds, or ifneed be, by cutting.off 
foe rotten member. Some obje further, the incon- 
yenicnces that would follow, if the Magiſtrates authori- 
xy were thus far admitted , which yer by dividing the: 
power, cannot bur be far greater. And whenallis faid,. 
the {everall pretenders hereunto are Men, not* Angells,, 
from whom, as the Church may receiyegood, ſoir can- 
not be altogether ſecured from evill , becanſe they are 
neither i ce in their judgments, nor unbyaſſed in 
their affeQions.Nor ought the fitneſle and ability-which: 
fome pretend for the Miniſters managing of Church af- 
fairs deveſtthe Magiſtrate of his right- 'tis fit, and 'twas. 
a good with of him,at ſapientes regnarent,'ant regnantes 
feperent, and yet wee muft not. expe, to have none 
States-men but Lawyers, - or Kings but Philoſophers 
only. Neither may the difficulty or abſtruſnefle to judg. 
of points in Religion (as ſome would make us beleeve ) 
gdcthrone the Magiſtrate from his office; os deterre him 
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cerns himſelf. . If Paub when he was queſtioned concern» 
ing the Reſurrection of the dead , appealed to Ceſars 
Tribunall, before whom (he faics) he'ought to be judg- 
ed; how can ive be ſo diſ-ingenuons, as to refuſe that to 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, which the Apoſtle gives 
to a Heathen Emperour? And certainly if Magiſtrates 
would but conſider, that Religion is the power of 
their Power, and that which ought to governe their 
Government, my would with David make Gods: law, 
their ſtudy,that they might thenge learn to be wiſer then 
their Teachers, and ſo avoid the imputation of incapaci- 

or ignorance to perform that which ovgheto be their 
chicf Arr. And if conſcience moye them not hereunto 
( mee thinks ) Policy fhould; if we were ſtrangers to our 
own times, other ages would tell us how dangerous ir is 
for the Supream Magiſtrates to ſuffer the great things af 
Religionto paſſc'out of their hands. Saterdotumy ea ſunt 
ingenia, ut ni pareant, territewt, & multitudo wane Re- 
Jigioue capta melins vatibus quam ducibus paret. By this 
we may ſce, that the Magiſtrate is Gods Miniſter tgo for 
our good, as well in ſpiritual as temporall marters, and 
that as heought to ſee all a—_—_— obſcrved and per- 
formed that God hath preſcribed in his Word , fo'tis 
his right co determine and ordain whatever may make 
for the advancement of Religion in relation cither to 
Offices or Perſons, Civillor Sacred (as they arc uſually 
fyled) in the adminiſtration of the whole policy or go- 
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vernment of Chrifts viſible Church,within the circuit of 
his juriſdition. - The Ordinances of the Church, of Ge» 
neva, where the ignorance of many in this point hath 
took ſanctuary, will reach us thus much; for the Magi- 
ſtrates have ſtampt their authority upon them in theje 
words, Nous Syndiques, petit, et grand Conſeil de Ge- 
HevVe,c)c.apres avoir en de Paſteurs et mary: ae cette 
Egliſe advis, conforme 4 la parole de Dien, &rc. avons or- 
donne et eftabli de ſuivre en noſtre ville et territoire- 11 
Police Eccleſiaftique quis enſuit . The whole conſtitution 
of their policy was from the Magiſtrate, all the Miniſters 
had to doe in it, was to-give their advice only; ſo likewiſe 
if any difference ariſe among the Miniſters in matters of 
do@rin, or that they be ſcandalous in their lives, the laſt 
Appeal is made tothe Magiſtrate, who hath reſervedto 


himſelf the finall judgment and determination thereof. 
T heir neighbours the Swiſers ares ſomerhing. more ſtrict 
inthe managing of their authority,even to the impoſing 
upon their Miniſters: that reſpect ito their Magiltracy, 
that rhey are not ſo much as to take notice in the. pulpit 
of any failings in the executionthercofgwithout acquain- 
ting them therewith firſt in.private;as underſtanding wel 
enough the ftrange effects that ſuch diſcourſes. may pro- 
duce, no lefſe to the vilifying of the Mapiſtracy,then the 
Miniſtery too at laft. If the Magiſtrates power then bee 
of this extent, wethat are Chriſtians can do nolefle then 
pray, as.the Heathens did for their Emperour,. .## Dews 
zpfs intelligentem divini humanique jurs mentens det, 
and that God would enable him with all graces fitting-ſo 
great a function, whoſe performing of the great; duty 
God hath laid upon him. herein, will moxe truly advance, 
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then leſſen the Miniſters office, which is next to be en- 
quired into. | 

Hee that hath heaven for his throne, and the earth for 
his foor-ſtoole, is pleaſed to call the Church his Houſe, 
where for the betterordering of all things, he hath pla- 
ced ſome as Stewards and Overſeers of the reſt, Not 
to ſpeak of thoſe who were endowed with more extraor- 
dinary gifts for the performance of their ſpirituall fun- 
ctions, as the Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangcliſts,thoſe we 
find frequently mentioned in Scripture, as the ordinary 
-Diſpenſers of the myſteries of God, are ſometimes-cal- 
led Biſhops, ſometimes Elders, Paſtors, or Teachers, 
and theſe ſeem to import one and the ſame office or 
charge, otherwiſe I doe not rightly underſtand St, Lake 
in the 20of the Ads 17. where St. Paut(ends from M- 
letas,rtocall thither the Elders of the Church of Ephe- 


| (12) 
mination both of life and doctrine, is wont to be perfor- 
med with prayer and faſting by the Paſtors themſelves. 
: -3. -Thedeftgnation or election ofa perſon to a certain 
place; and this we find diverfly managed in ſeverall ages, 
according to the exigents of times & occafions, nor can 
there be any ccrtain rule preſcribed herein. Somctinies 
* the Church irſelfclaimed the right of electing their own 
Paſtor, at other times the Paſtors ſolely diſpoſed of e- 
tections, and many times it ſo falls out, that to avoid 
popular confufion and faction, the Magiſtrate hath been 
conſtrained to aſſume this part only £o hunſel,as it doth 
belong to him | | 
| y,to confirm the Miniſter in the exerciſe of his 
Paſtorall cure, and to give all freedome and encourage- 
ment to the diſcharge thereof. Nor muſt thar large 
commiſhon which our Saviour hath given to the Di- 
ersofhis Word and Sacraments, make them in 
Ecadjey len micts Cafe have kinall the pow 
cannot wel enjoy 11 els Ceſar have his;all the pow- 
errhey can —— bn is for cdification,not Site oa, | 
Gdirectrve.only and perſuaſtyc,no wayes coactive. If Chri- 
Kianiry were to be inforced, what Armies would be ſuf- 
CO —_— pang >a ina Io God,and 
a ſelf-denying ion? If this were not ſet upon mens 
amds by rhe Ars and demonſtration of the Spirir,the 
demonftration of all other power would be to little ef- 
fect. ' The power of the Keyes in binding and _ 
much inſiſted on, ts no more thento declare, that hea- 
vens gates arc opento the penitent, and ſhut to the ob= 
darare,they cannot blefle thoſe upon whom God will 
' pure Our his Tucles, nor curſe thoſe hee ng" eo 
FEY | A 
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blefſe, they are Embaſſadors enly for Chrift, and haye, 
nothing to deliver but,what hee is pleaſed to command,; 
Nor muft Excommunication, and the delivering up of; 
men unto Satan, which hath made ſuch a terrible noiſe 
of late, make us toapprehend,. that Mmiſters are armed: 
with thunder and lightning, or that they can command 
fire from heaven to deſtroy all thoſe they take for Sama- 
ritans, We care not many times what we ſay or do when 
weare alittle angry,and thar our ownintereſt is concera= 
ed,otherwiſe we ſhould nor look u delivering menup 
to Satan for ſo ordinary a bufine$c as many would make + 
it. That which.the Apoſtle did in this cafe ſeems to have 
had ſomething of the miracle init, and ſo is underſtood 
by moſt of the Ancients, and many learned Moderns 
00; and on ſo, ought neither to bee 'made a rule or 
example. As tor Excommunication, by whem,and how 
it is ro bemanaged,would require a larger Diſcourſe rhen. 
this occaſion wil permit. That-part of it which confifts 
in the debarring of men from the afſembly of the Saints, 
& participation of the Ordinances,hath nothing of force 
or coaction in it,thoſe that wil may contemn it, tis only 
a puniſhment to thtm that apprehend it ſo, and defire to- 
|  berecenciled, the concomitants or conſequence there» 
of, asdepriving men of their civill intereſt, or liberty up 
en it, is meerly Politick. Nor is it conceived to bee of 
that neceflity or uſe, but in ſome caſes it may and ought 
to be forborn. We may aſivell be too ſevere as too re- 
miſs, and by pleading roo much for the exactneſs of 
diſcipline endangerthe doatrine of theChurch.If by our 
meekneſs we cannot gain thole that are contraryminged,. 
we ought with patience to endure them, & with ferven= 
| cy 
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- cy to pray for them, till ix ſhall pleaſe God either to re- 
form or remove them. Which we ſhal the more eaſily be 
| perſwaded to,ifwe confider that many are ſaints in Gods 
Kalendar, that arc got ſo in ours, many fall into enor- 
mous fins, that are as angry with themlelves for ir,as we 
can be,8& whoſe vertues,though we obſcrvenothing bur 
their imperfections, doc much preponderace their vices, 
and it may be our graces too. What though the tares 
| win Chriſts field, and impure yeſsels be ſeen in. his 
Semple, let us endeavour tq »22!-*"our ſelyes as pure as 
filver refined, and —_— the wheat which hee will 
eather into his Gargtr. All things are pure ro the pure, 
a pious conſcience*ts not polluted by the impiety of 
others, nor are the holy myſteries defiled becauſe wick- 
cd men approach them with unwaſhen hands. Hee that 
eats and-drinks.unworthily, earsand drinks judgment to 
himſelf; not mee. - Thus wee ſee the Paſtors office in all 
its parts isonely Miniſteriall, it contains nothing of Mas 
giſtcriall power orforce, it governs only by ſerving, and 
commands by S—_ All the Juriſdiction it can 
claimis in the hearts and ſpirits of men, by that Word 
which is powerfuil and mighty threugh God for the 
breaking down of the ſtrong holds of ſinonly , and for 
. thebringing into captivity every proud and rebellious 
thought. Rnd whilſt Miniſters ſhall make it their only 
duty-ro diyide the Word aright, without ſecking to di- 
_ videthe powerany longer with the Magiſtrate,the peo- 
ple wil more eaſily learntheir duty and reſpect to both, 
- -and that threetold cord of mutuall love betwixt the 
Chriftian Magiſtrate, Miniſter and people will be better 
. Ewifted and a duc Harmony amoneſt all the parts and 
members both of Church and State ſweetly preſerved, 
| ; Which God Aimightygramt! © ESSAY 
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$1R, | | 1 ant 
oY & you are plealed' to command my opinion.con- 
cerning the lawfulncſſe of emring into the preſenr 
Hogg Ma how far I have ſatisfied my fel qr 
in, preſume to'impart to you my thoughts with 
all freedome. Iauſit ceafefſe I have endeayoured ( as I 
doubt not you have done) the beſt I could to inform my 
ſelf from what I could recover in print uponthis ſubjeR, 
- what _ yet met with, forms wenn aſs ones 

prejudice and pre-cigagement otherwiſe, t am 
almoſt reſolved Coſrck no further reſolution thence, be- 
ing lothin the leaſt manner to ſubjeRt my conſcience to 
the paſſion of intereſt of others. And £n I cannot but 
fadly refieRt the condition ofthe times whercia we 
live, when the foundations are thus removed , who 
knows what he righroully doc? Bur fince God 
hath reſcrved us for theſe times, wee cannot do berter 
ehen to inform our judgments, ſos toprepare our minds 
zo paſſe through them with the . anq—_ content to our 
ſelves, and adv to othersthat we can, and to take 


4 
ſelves in things of ſuch conſequence. We are net in the 
place'of God to diſpoſe of the events of affairs, and ſince 
_ arefallenour ſo contrary to our expeRtation, and 
1 


ks may concerr us in this-preſent juncture of affairs, 
then what may ſcem to be required of us as to former re- 
lations, which poſſibly upon due examination may ſeem 
expired. At thebeginning of our troubles we know what 
appeals were madeby King and Parliament,” both to 
God and the People,and the ſword being laid hold'on to 
decide the controverſie, many good men were at a ſtand 
what to doe,who certainly it they had-beer-left to them- 
ſelves, being not convinced of the neceſſity the Parlia- 
ment then had to defend: theraſclves by force, would 
have defired { what many now doc) to have ſate ſtil], bur 
the diſpute grew ſo high,thar all:of confiderable intereſts 
were involved with the one partyor the other and the 
principles'of government being divided amongſt them» 
ſelves ( for ſo they appeared to-all, unleſſe to: fuch as 
would have, or cadeayoured to make the Monarchy ab- 
ſolute): every man ſeemed let looſe to follow: that fide 
which he-conceived to-be'moſt juſt; ' And when it' was 
expeRed (the Kings party having loſt all their force, but 
little of their affeions ro maintain their cauſe): that: an 
accommodation ſhould be madeiwiththe King,xwe'Know 
what was firſt attempted-againſt the Army; -whor whe- 
ther they'might think their ſervice togprear to--bee :re> 

ited by the Parliament, I know not:; /fure Tam, 'the 

arliament then ſeemed more willing-to be/rid: of - theit 
BenefaRors, then to acknowledge the great benefir rhey 


had donerhem;: aridina ſhon time the jealoubies gre 7 
: q © ; 


bly endeayours too.,- wee oughtto conſider rather. 
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ſohigh;and the apprehenfions of the Army fo ftrons, 
gan of fats disbanding, was to _ the oe 
ing ofthcir ruine, and with tnem (as they. imagined.) if 
not of the greateſt ,:yer of the beſt part of the Nation, 
and poſſibly ofthaſe too who were theforwardeſt to ef- 
fe& it,that they reſolved to make uſe of that power God 
had purinto their hands, and that the preſent neceſſity 
whercin they and their friends:-were involved, did call 
upon them 'to , join themſelves with thoſe of the 
Parliament whom they accountederueſtto their truſt, 
though the major part oppoſed them, that they wight 
thereby hinderthe conjunction intended with the King , 
& conſequently with his party, which was laid hold on by 
many, in hope thereby to make way for their own ho- 
nour and preferment,and the ruin of the Army and their 
Abetters. .This confaderation ſeemed then ſoimportant, 
that preſerve the form. and being of the Common- 
wealth, there was necd of tronger phylick then the uſu- 
all formalities obſerved in other a would admir, and 
that if the Elements did change their place to avoid ya- 
cuity, which would cauſe a deſtruction in nature, they 
thought the Laws of ciyill affairs mightadmit of ſome 
diſpenſation; and though the attempting what they did, 
might ſeem tocroſle ſome particular conſtitutions , -yer 
*twas hoped it would bee lookt upon by all indifferent 
wiſe men as correſponding to the generall and ultimate 
end of all formsand conſtitutions of Policy and goyern- 
ment, the preſervation of Juſtice ; and good men thar 
ſhould be protected thereby. And looking upon the 
pang. Jac having forfeited all his intereſt by his carrying 


on the War to the utmoſt of his power, in his continued 
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(13) 
acai perſons and counſells whick have 
becn ſd deftrucrive tothe and that he was (o far 
from g giving any fatisfaction to Godor them for- thoſe 
Rivers of which had overfiowed rhe three 
domes, (which muſt eirber be put upon His-y or thi 
Parliaments account) thar they could not perceive any 
reaſonable fecuriry for the future, 'bur thar the refto- 
ring of him to his power, would be -1 the of the 
Nation to.is former or worſe miſcries, hoy eh i 
him im their x rea procced 
ast. penpotant ror 
ture he wx pic And be neither they nor others 
eauld {ubſiſt, or hope to EG FA hives and 
ics, withour the benefit of the Laws,and an _ 
mins fubmirted unto by all thar hope 
ear , they declare for ſuch a prob bord 
25 they conceive t e times moſt capable of. I cannor but. 
admire the providence of God in the whole progrofſe of 
eur affairs, incrofling the deſigns and cxpectation ofthe 
moſt nike and Politick, and t «vers + «rap 
 nacles are ceaſed, yet ſure he does wonders every day. No 
doubt burthe courſes-thar have been rook ro a 760 rat 


and theonly way teincuritto thoſe 
batt themſelves the quickeſt cane in Stare 
affairs both at home andabroad. The 2Was 


nor ſmall which was thrcatned here at » bur che 
dial _ dr ahora _—_ wa in Ireland, 
and 18. in Scof ceme infuperable. 

— Mao would be perfivaded to leole on, 
= yet in reaſon could not be expected. Ando fpeal 
_ I ſhould rather drfive to. fpend my thoughts in 
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onkaryhrrop ren wet wonhs- none 
thercuatoy however, I amnot 10 condeman all the: [ 


on b CESTED the oppolition to 
= herto; I hadrather calmly debate with 
my (elf, how w onght conſcientiouſly enter imtothe En. 
gagemeat rhen by my own fromardnes give exams ta 
to deftroy me.. Nae to infift therefore 
which pat vr vt. former Oathes SI 


meats, t ſcemnort {o ſerious. as (9) =_ 
ee iekprreces, the —_ of thoſe hep allet 
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werld, thoſe that ol nm ane to be-ſo.muchcheir 
&ervags, ought now, if ever ,.inall kkelybood to: fight 


forthem; that which) youſcem moſt rodefire is,thar you. 
miphrbeforborc for Ting called uponto act: with the - 
prolent ( which you conceive the Engagement 
mplycs) though you ſeem to promiſe to. act nothing 
irR It were to beewiſht that all acts of policy, 
were ſo tempered with picty, that they might command . 
obedience from good men rather by their equi. then . 
penalty, and thatthe neceſſity of this change might ap- 
pear ſocvident, — equality and juſtice of the go- - 
CG 3. vernngeor . 


(20) * 
vernment ſuch;that there might bee no place left for 
gainſaying..-Bur-we feemto be falnſofarinto the dregs 
of vice, that we are not capablcof the beſt conſtitution ; 


we muſtnotexpectto be governed by angells;in-this. 


world, thotish we were better nin then we are. What if 
things be not ſo well as we could with, wee cannot. make 
them better by doing nothing, it may be' they had been 
worſe if moſt had had their defires. If the-primg wotilia 
of government be ſo violently whirl'd aboue; the ipferi= 


our orbs can haye little reſt. Nor can-weexpect ,! unleſſe 
we prepare to live infome hermitage; bur as weiare ſha- 


Ters inthe Publique intereſt lefſe ormore, ſo to act like- 
wife ſome part thercin. Thoſe thar: are: poſleſt, of the 


owerwill tell us, that if we are not for them we are, or 
tatend tobe againſt them,and wee .are able to tell our. . 


ſelves. that we cannot be Members ofany civill aſſocia- 
tion, but wee muſt needs acknowledgea head, If wee 
judg the power that is now claimed by. thoſe that are 
over us tobe uſurped andiunjuſt, why doe nat we endea- 
your tore-inſtate thoſe we conceive.to be the right ow- 
ners?but if that be beyond our power, ſure-no one can 
judg himſclf obliged ro an impoſſibility,nor can any one 
think thoſe ſubjects difloyall, who having made all poſ- 
ble refiſtance,yeeld at laſt to theſtronger. 'That/power 
ſcems to be ceaſed , and conſequently all Engagements 
ro it, that hath no ability to protect thoſe it claimes al- 
leagiance from,nar they any means left to defend it,they 
are the powers in being we are commanded to obey.Nor 
doe thoſe that doc the moſt willingly comply with the 
preſent power alledge any thing more rationally tor their 
engagement t0 it, then their protection by it, I haye nor 
""Y time 


(21) 
rime ſtrictly to examin what the more angry ſort of men 
objectaeainſtthe matter of the Engagement, their chie- 
fetftrengthi ſeems tolicinthis,rhat they ſuppoſe the ac- 
quiſition thereofro be unjuſt, and conſequently they that 
cngagetoit own that injuſtice., and*are guilty, of the 
wrongs thereby doneto others.”:.If-rhat:beforc-hinted 
benorfafficietit eo anſwer this objection;ler us conſider, 
thar upon thiseround it will bee hard*ro-ſubmit-to. any 
ower whatever, lince ſcldome any. enter into power but 
y the difpoſſeſiing of others, and the loſers wil ſtil have 
ſome cauſe tocomplain. Beſides,we are not conpetent 
Judges herein; nor are there any Courts erected to try 
ſuchritlesz if wee have a mind to diſpute this, it muſt be 
rather with arms then arguments, wee can expecttore-- 
ceive no other anſwer to ſuch objections , then to bee 
made ſenfible they doe not bear the ſword in vain, *Tis 
the exerciſe ofthe goverament, not the title of the Go- 
yernors,that moſt ccncerns-us that are Subjects,they are 
ro anſiver this to a higher power, . not to thoſe thar are 
-belowxhem. Briefly, though the Government bee not 
Tuch as we could defire, or as we have promiſed to make 
it; yet ſince the Kingdoms ofthe carth are the Lords,and 
he giveth them to whom he pleafeth, and that oyr vows - 
or Engagements cannot preſcribe tothe Almighties pro- 
vidence, let us ſubmitro his over-ruling hand ; and un- 
leffe wee defire to live alone in the world, or in conti- 
nuall war, reſolve that we muſt acknowledg fome power, 
from which upon qur alleagiance wee may expect pro- 
tection, wherein the end and effence of all government 
ſeems to conſift, I am afraid left I have given you 
more trouble thenſatisfaction by this Diſcourſe, which - 
yer - 


(22) 
getdope ove rourably interpret, the rathet be- 


to you have put me 
eager Ay chat my privacc CES Be pon 


A cnn En _ ew 
be, however I have endeayorredto 
beſt I could, that might either upon pr - 

getherdevlinethe ext, or when 1. ſhould ber 
culled upon, x5 freely ir, es Tnow ſubſcribe my ſelf 
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_ SIR, | | 
| [F theſe times abounded as much in acts of picty,as they 
doe in diſcourſe of Religion, if the Reformation which 
. hathdwclt fo long in mens mouths, had but ſunkgato 
their hearts, andappeared in their lives, we ſhould then 
truly feel that happinefſe, whick wee have but for the 
molt partall this while fancied , andquitting the cloud 
embrace that Goddeſle, whoſe native beauty cannot but 
ravith, fince ſo many have been enamour'd with her pi- 
ure only.. Holinefſe is foarrractive that her very Ene- 
mics. defire to.ſhrowd themſelves under her wings,and to 
cdvet the ulcers of their vicious lives with her garment. 
'The Scribes & Phariſees loved to fir in Moſes chair,and 
Machiavilians think they never put off their Politicks 
better then in Chriſts School; if they can but counter- 
teit Javobs voice, they hope to paſſe well enough with 
Efans hands. Hence itis that may haye made Religion 
a temmporall intereſt only, and under the ſpecious title 
of godlineſſe drive on thoſe witked defignes which 
might make modeſt heathen toblufh, giving us in ſtead 
of the real demonſtrations of true piety,outward formes 
only ,' orclfe a company of packt words and canting 
language, more becoming a charm then true devotion. 
That wee may not therefore either deceive our felyes or 
others, or think'we-come'to ———— in. this world 
| ; as 


(COm8 
as Mountcbanks upon aſtage, where the moſt mimicall 
br 2s 70 for the moſt fufficiett meri; we muſt know 
that Religion is not a common place of terms and nori- 
Ons, it dwells not-inthe clouds of atery fancy, and ſub- 
lime ſpeculations. 'If it ſwim only in the-head , withour 
raking root in the heart, it may ſend forth leaves, bur ir 
bears no fruit, or if any, like rhoſe apples which were 
fait to look tipog; butbcing toicht, fellto powder. The 
life of holinefle is 'moſt conſpicuous inthe holinefſe of 
| . megs lives. No ſooner does Gods Spirit moye upon 
our ſouls,but we bring forth abundantly all good works. 

The leaſt. ſparkle of divine light that kindles -in our 
minds, burnes as well as ſhines; if it doe not warm our 
affections as well as enlighten our notions, we may juſtly 
ſuſpect it is ſome nmie rin, no ray that is darted from 
the Swx of righteouſneſſe, or the Father of tights, An it- 
religious holinefſe will profit us nothing, they are really 
wicked that are but yertuous in words and ſhew only. It 
will not therefore be impertinent briefly to conſider the 
influence that Religion ought to have upon all our at- 
ons,and how we may rather live,then talk devoutly. 

- Religion then, if it bee true, as it beleeves all thar God 
reveals, fo it obeys inall that he commands[ his com- 
mandements are excceding broad, and we ſhall not bee 
aſhamed, when we have reſpect unto them all J. There is 
2 concatenation of yertues and graces as well-in Divinity 
as. Morality, hee that pretends but to'ſorne few'of them: 
has none at all. The two-Tables make-but one law, and 
though they be firſt and ſecond in regard of the obje& 
of which they treat, the worſhip of God,and love of our 
Neighbour, yet they onght to be. ance and the ſame in; 

YE! | QUT. 


(25) 
our obſervation- Nor muſt we think that this Lawpub-! 
liſhed on Mount $72 is any other then the Law of Na- 
ture, which the Scripture calls the Law written in-our: 
hearts, and which every one might read, were notthe 
characters ſo defac'd by ſin and corruption. This,asit is 
moſt agreeable to right reaſon, ſo we find lively impreſ- 
ſions rhereofin many actions of the Heathens,which,be-: 
cauſe they ſeemed to fail, eirher in the principle which 
ſet them awork, or in the end which they aimed at, ſome: 
aſſe over only with thetitle of ſplendida peccara , but 
ow rightly, I intend not here to examine, Sure I am; 
this is the divine unalterable law which Chriſt came to 
fulfil,8 which by the finger of bis Spirit he writes afre(h/ 
in the hearts ofall thoſe that belong to him.” The Goſpel 
it ſelf is nothing butthis law illuftrated, and this law no- 
thing cl{c but the Goſpel obſcured. The Religion of the 
Tewswas the ſame with that of Adam,Noah, 8 the other 
Patriarchs, and ours with both, the difference only this, 
that we enjoy a cleerer light of that day which Abrahaw 
rejoiced ſo much to ſee; the various rites and ceremonies 
with the different manner of Gods manifeſtation of him- 
ſclt rous and them, though it may ſeem to argue a dit- 
ference of Religion to thoſe, whole Religion is nothing 
but faſhion and ceremony, or a form of words,it cannor 
roany, who ſhall conſider that Chriſt was the ſamb ſlain 
from the beginning ofthe world, (by faith in whom they 
are layed as wellas we) and that the ſame law was a rule 
toall, and. muſt be unto the end of the world. And this 
as it is ſometimes called:the Law ofNarure, ſo more u- 
ſually with us the Morall Law, becauſeir is the: rule of 
our actions and maniiers , and that part thereof- which* 
| Fs teacheth 


| (26) 
teacheth us the duties we owe each to other, goes moſtly 
underthe name of univerſal juſtice, a vertue ſ> compre- 
kenfiye, that itincludes all the reſt, diffuſive ,” thar ic 
extends to all the actions that concerneither our ſelves 
or others. And though many ſelf-ſcckers pleaſe rhem- 
ſelycs only with the name of godly, as if it were a ſilly 
and dangerous thing to be juft withall z yer we ſhal find 
at laſt, 1fjuſtice be wanting, our fained godlineſſe will 
Rand usinlittle ſtead, though it may gain us applauſe 
with meh, it will but adde to our further condemnation 
with God. The greateſt: Saints have been moſtly by 
themſelves, and too often by others accounted the grea- 
teſt ſinners, Since thoſe thar are wicked ateloth to 'give 
to good men thetitle of godly,they muſt be carcful how 
they attribute it too rauch to themſelves, leſt they 
bee conceived to have ſomething of the Phariſee. 
Humility is the tract character of a Chriftian, ir-con- 
tends not about words,nor is ambnious of great names. 
Though it bee all 'one to be juſt as holy,.:yer we find 
the Juſtman more often mentioned in ſcripture then 
the godly , to ſhewus that *ris bur a vain pretence to be 
pious unto God, unlefie wee bee juft. unto all.. - And 

lince Juſtice is that verttie, whereby wee /tender un- 
10 every one what belongs to him, let us confider 
all the relations wee have , whether private or pub- 
lick, all the duties we owe to our Superiours, Equalls 
or Inferiours, And if wee acquit our ſ{elyes herein 
35 good and juſt men , wee thall thereby. more tru- 
ly advance the work of Reformation, and adde a 
greater: luſtre to Religion , "then x all the deyices 
that either ignorant, or Politick hypocriticall men 
have inyented hitherto, which that wee. may all 
performe is, andever ſhall be the earneſt prayer -_ 
Jour — X 
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SIR, + in: 
Any fad: complaints there are abroad inthe world 
of the difeaſes.borh of our Church and :State, and 
thoughboth have laina long time almoſt bed-rid, yet it 
hath been their fate hitherto ro meer oftner with Empe- 
ricks thenPhyſitians, with ſuch who. underſtand better 
t0.gain — by their diſtampers,then honour by a 
ſeaſqnable and skilfull cure, 'This ſeems to invite every 
one tacontribure as well the beſt of their thoughts as 
prayers to find out ſome means (if poſſtble)for a recove- 
ryzand though our diſeaſe bee like a Hectique feaver 
(eafieratfirſt ro be cured, though hard tobe found our, 
bur afterwards more eaſily diſcerned, then. remedyed ) 
yer ſure there is a balſame for every wound, which 
though we cannot alwaies be ſo happy as to recover, we 
muſt endeavour at leaſtto artain, uplefle we have amind 
to.periſh av well by-our ovynfolly as weakneſle. To omit 
the ſevcrall oppreflions in civill and ſacred — 
ſeem to have occaſioned our troubles at firſt , together 
with the cauſele(ſe: complaint of the preſent burdens, 
which ne one can rationally: expedt to bee removed, 
till our vn giftempers,/and the implacable Enemies 0 
this tate both athome and abroad bee- better quieted, 
there is nothing ar preſent which. ſeems more worthy 
of the ſerious confideration of all that are truly prausand 
v7 ER A _—£M 


(59). 
diſcreet, then to find out ſome cffeQuall means how to 
unite the ſeverall factions in marter of Religionar home, - 
and then how to ſecure our Religion from” rhoſe- thar 
would deſtroy it fromabroad. ... .. ... : 
Evcry natural —_ defires as' much its unity as entity. 
Shee was the true Mother ofrhe Child that would not 
have it divided. We depart as much in effe.from Chriſt 
and his doctrine, as we ſeparate cach from other, Thoſe 
Members that hayc not a communion amoneſt thent 
ſelyes,bave no union at all with the head. Since therefore 
all diviſion in matters of Religionis very irreligious, ic 
will concern us,as much as our ſouls.are worth, which we: 
may as wellloſc for. wangof charity as faith, tb. cndca-: 
- veurthemaking up of theſe breaches, which might poſ- 
ſibly be effected, it ſetting afide matters of leſſe moment 
and circumſtance, we would intend thoſe things that are 
really fundamentall, and cfſentially.required -of every 
Chriftian; which as they arefew, fo arethey cleer 'and 
bvious toall that defire to knowthe truth. Thoſething's 
which arc neceſſary to eternall life as well as our tempo» 
ralllivelyhood,arencer at hand, if wee delight only in 
curiofities they will coſt us. decret; Twas well faid of 
one; that he liked the world as God made it 5; but' 7708. as. 
men have made it: Tf wee behold Religion in that na- 
tive {ſimplicity and beauty wherewith God hath artired: 
her, we cannot bur fall in love with her, -but if wee look: 
uponthe drefſe which the paſſions and intereſts:of nien- 
have pur upon her;all her comlincſs is gone, w2 ſhal then: 
have much adoc to know her face thraugh the painting, 
and beforced roacknowledge her ſelfto be the leaft part: 
| ofthatwhighſhe ſcems to bs. How many doe _—_— 
IS Los re 
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the "emer crige ſhews of humane inventions for true picty, 
my upthe 1des's of their own brain for pas. in 
the Mount. And'it were well if they might paſſe for ſnch 
with themſelves only, and that they would not be ang 
withothers , who have nor ſo cafy a faith, as to take a 
for Goſpel thatthey fancy. Ir hath been. a great policy 
in the Church of Ropve, firſt to invent whatmight make 
for their temporall intereſt, and afterwards to ſer their 
Dodtors a work how to makc ita part of their Creed: it 
were well if we had kept a great diſtance from Rowe in 
this,as we pretend to do in other things.and that we had 
not endeayoured more to ſerve our ſelves then God in 
many late undertakings for Reformation, We pray daily 
thatGods kingdom may come, but in ſtead of thardomi- 
nion and Empire he ought to exerciſe in our hearts and 
lives, we ere other thrones, and endeavour to make his 
_— rather externally politick, then inwardly power- 
Fall, If we would then haye Chriſt to reign, and the go 
vernment to be rightly ferled'on his ſhoulder , let us at 
laſt ingenuouſly confeſſe what we cannot conſcientiouſly 
conceal, That the Kingdom of God is: only righteotif- 
neſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; it conſiſts in 
the inward man of the heart, in the ſubduing of our cor- 
ruptions, and the conforming of our lives to that humi: 
lity and ſelf=deniall that ſhines in the life and doctrine of 
our Saviour. The cxternall rites and diſcipline ſo- mach 
inſiſted upon, are ratherthe garments then cither body 
orſoul ( any cfentiall part ) of Religion , which upon 
diligent enquiry we ſhall find in all ages ro be wrt: 2: 
cording tothe infancy and growth of ſeyerall Churches, 
and ſtill conforming leſs or more tothe civill conſtituti- 
= ONS9- 
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ons. And this being onceacknowledged as it needs muſt 
beebyall, who-lovetherruthrin fincerity, and ghar have 
not pawn'd their wits and conſcience. to: maintain ſome 
by-intereſt, what kinders but that this envious wall of 
Partition being broken down, -all that take Chriſt for 
their head, may unite together as members of the ſame 
body , and purſue the unity. of the Spirit inthe bond of 
peace? Ler C ookomioons ofthis world, ſtudy how 
to divide and reign, - Chriſtians ought to praiſe how 
they may unite and obey, the diſcipline of-mutuall love 
will: more adyance their cauſe,then all the loye they have 
hitherro ſhewed for Diſcipline. . And this being once 
concluded, the next taske will be calmly ro debate and 
agree amongſt our ſelves what the fundamentals of Reli- 
gion arc,which might be broght ſure into a narrow com- 
paſſe, and ſo clecrly expreſt thar all might underſtand 
them. Certa ſemper ſunt in paucis, & quicquid ad ſalu- 
tem Chriſtianoram nece([arinm eſt, quicquid. nos 'meliorcs 
beatiortſque facit, in aperto ponitur. And theſe being al- 
ſented umto, Why ſhould we too curiouſly ſearch after 
thoſe things which we may more ſafely bee ignoratit ofe 
Why ſhould wee bee angry withall thoſe, who though 
they agree with us inthe principles; diff-r ſometimes in 
the concluſions and ſuperſtruftures? All have not the 
ſame means or meaſure of underſtanding. Some-mens 
errors accompanyed with meekneſle of Spirit, deſervea 
better cenſurethenthe truth whichothers utter in proyd 
and contemptuous Janguage. Artlcaſt |et us avoid all 
narhes of faction, eſpecially that odious name of Here= 
tick, which ſeems to declare an open war zo-thoſe wee 

Bxcthatbrand upon, and alarums all their torce 10 re; 
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tort thiegart gn the face of thoſe that _— caſt it, 


—_—_—_ re and 
if we cannot be {d Na "1 ron the Pa- 
piſts, and other dackined enemi Fi our Cue and 
Stats weſhall ar leaſt by thisour Aroma revent theit de- 
Era oo thatpeace ers 
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J£is.no unuſuall rhing for thaſe; to complain of the 


riies, of whom he times have' moſt juſt occaſion to 


ture, others, gs them ſhorter, ifthey were lefſe , would 
_ fxetch them upon the Tenters, We axe no iefle yu 


[1 
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| nr condemnation upon them,according 


(33) | 
call to'mens opinions then he was to their-perſons:, wee 
jenthetn allat the bar of our ewn;judgments ,- = 
to th 


crdi&of our own fancics. Al is terrs incognite that 


lies beyond the line of our diſcovery, and whoever lives 


not inall points as we doe, muſt bee accounted no leffe 
then a Barbarian. If others vertues ſeem to outſhine ours, 
we endeavour by all means to obſcure them, and iftheir 


candle burns dimmer, wee are not content till wee have 


quite put out their light. What the Heathens were wont 


to ſay heretofore of theChriſtians,See huw they love each 
. #her' moſt that _- for Chriſtians mayinow more truly 


ſay of 'many of the Heathens in compariſon of them 
ſelves, How ſweet is revenge to ſome mens taſte ! how in- 
genuouſly wicked are they an—_ then well-affetFed, 


even when they are moſt malicious, and thinking their 


particular condition'too mean to repay their private 
grudges, adventure to put them upon the publike ſcore. 

he diſcaſes of this kind that reign among us, wee may 
rather ſuſpeR to have been cauſed, thenever hope to bee 
cured by thereceipts of Mechiavehhis Divide rdmpans 
(as ifthe Kingdoms of this werld were to be maintain- 
ed as the Deyill doth his, by ſtrife and diviſion) ſeems ts 
weigh morein our practiſe , then that{of our Lord and 
Matter (which he makes the badge of his Diſciples ) to 


love one anvther, Ifwe defire then truly toapproye our 


ſelves to be Chriſtians ( and we ſhould be very angry. at 
any that would cenſure us for other ) let,us deveſt our 


ſelves of malice and detraRion, and'put on the garment 
of charity, which will cover the nakedneſſe ofour former 
aCtions,and make,us comely in the eys of God and man. 


"B 2 What 
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"What can we:ſeeinonr febves; thatue: ſhook{ſo nach 

_ *admire;orinochers;tiar we ſhould:ſo amok blamerche 
"beſt atmen, if-we lookupon he morltof-their actions, | 
"will appear menſrooms,andthe yooſt es | 
for ouch we know are yOarthey aredtCagd bh 
ble of Gods gracc, and an beter by.our Joving SAL 
fiſtance./Where the Spirit of God: vagina, is'tove 
and peace, ha me or thapeofche Dove, not'6f 
the Vuſture, ; and where his grace qwells,it'is: moſt diffu- 
_—_— norlike that ets —_— to 2old,. 

affured nothing Ks touch. 
Truc Religion makes men more <hatirable wp not more 
cenſorious,it confines notthe free grace of God 'to an 

particular perſonsor fations.. nor endeavours to.finp ale | 
tharSpicke n any oneorho orciraut;. thar bloweswhere 
it liſteth. Tfwe arc commanded ro loye out enernies,. 1: 
knownot any that we arc permitted to hare. And oet- 
tainly love is themoſtnoblerevenge-we can-take eveniat- 
our enemies. By retaliation of wrongs.we'canbur be their. 
equalls, inthis we ave ſtil their ſupertours, and may hope 
not only toconquer,but toindearthemrous arlaſt,Nor 
is thereany way ſofafe'as this, ' wehavethe ſecutiry: of 
heavenengaged for our pronection!; ; -and'if we can bur. 
bringour ſpirits tothis temper ,. may bee affured thir 
Godsangels wil pirch their tents about us. And thus pal... 
ſing-awAQofoblivionin our ownbreſts'for all the inju- 
rics weave received feom others, and ovetcoming of e- 
vil with goed, we ſhall make'both:ourſelves and others 
much berrer,and with our own peace procure(at leaſt as, 
much as inus lies)the foe peace of the nation, "the 


.cftablifhmentwhercof ———— afte&s, thatis: 
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vices which have-continued for many ages. I doe not ſo 
_—_— woes £ thoſe who concen pe te opervaion 
Chriſtmaſſe(as we commonty call it ) and other uſuall 
Feftivalis)as es oteknefſ that would blow them. 
-away with one breath. Nature never introduceth the 
forny,, but ſhee - firſt- prepares the matter. If the 
-minds of men were-ſufficiemly molded for better im- 
prefſiohs,,. it would 'bee more cafy to. rake away the 
old leaven; but *wee muſt expe& to have that done 
-by. degrees, when it-fhall pleaſe. God by the gentle 
breathings of his Spirit to blow away that animoſity and - 
birrernefle which yer reignsin mens minds, When'the 
Athenian Law-giver was asked whether hee had given 
them the 'beft laws, heeanſiwered, the beſt of thoſe they 
werezapable of, And it was objected ro Caro himſelf, that: 
he did many times more hurt then good by ſpeaking in 
the Senate, avifhe had been rather inan imaginary Pla- 
ronick eotnion-wealth,then ſich a corrupt vicious one, 
astheirs then was. Hee is the beſt | Artift that applies his - 
worktothe matter, not hee thar pretends to fake the - 
moſt. curious ſtatues *of the crookedeſt rimber. . The - 
 Bg;  crookig- 


- 


crookedneſſe of mens minds in this age is ſuch, that hee 
muſt bee a God thar would bring in an univerſall Refor* 
marionall at once. It will be then requiſite to *conſider 
the temper of the people, and what they arc ſuſceptible 
of, as wellas rhe nature of thar wedefire to introduce or 
take away. There hath been enough ( if not too much) 
already hinted concerning the fermer - as to the latter, 
wee ſhall find the civil as well as the religious part ( if I 
may ſo ſpcalk) of theſe Feſtivalls much inſiſted'on, The 
firſt is a ſtrong advocate for the ſecond ,' the cntertain- 
' ments and recreations wherewith they arc uſually ac- 
companyed,have made them more gracious ; and wee 
needs not wonder fince ſo many make their gain ro bee 

edlineſs, if ſome would have their pleaſure. alſo to paſs 
for ſuch. The.beſt way to convince thoſe of the errors 
of their judgment, that plead ſo ſtriftly for the obſer- 
vation of theſe Holy times fas they are pleaſed to call 


(38) 


; of 
atleaſt, amongſt Chriſtians of all ages,lis much pleaded 
for, and the famous conteſts about their punctuall obſer- 
vation ( eſpecially that of Eefter , between the Zfters 
and _— Churches) not alittle infſted on, What was 
judged layyfull for the Chriſtians of thoſe times , they 
"conceive ought not to bee contenaes as ſuperſtitious 
' now; and the many abules that later times have brought 
uponthem, which were not of the original! inftitution, 
might (as they ſuppoſe) more cafily be removed , a” 

1 SY the 
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the thing it ſelf utterly, and at once aboliſhed. There was. 
the Freewill offering, as well as the Daily ſacrificein the 
- Temple; and they preſume there may bee-@ liberty for 
Chriftians, to ſer _ ſome dayes for a mote particular. 
memorial of Chrifts Incarnation, 8c. thoughthere bee 
NO {s command for itin ſcripture, if there bee none 
ain They inftance further , that they are ſo farre 
matrributing any ſanctity to theſe times as ſuch, that - 
they think no day amengſt Chriſtians _ to bee ac- 
counted holy of it ſelf,otherwiſe then in relation to thoſe - 
exerciſes of piety that are performed therein. And they 
much wonder(which is not fleightly to be paſt over)that 
all obſervation of theſe times is ſtrictly forbidden as ſu- 
perſtitious,when a:kind of Judaicall obſeryation of the 
Sabbath ſeems to be enjoined as ſanctimonious. It would” 
be tedious to repeat what may be ſaid in theſe conteſts,if 
we defire our own or others ſatisfaction herein, let us be 
carefull how we impoſe aneceſſity, where God hath left 
us in an indifferency. The Apoſtle tells us, That he that 
regards a day, regards it wnto the Lord, and. hee that re- 
gards not 4 day unto the Lord he doth not regardit , and Fr, 
why we ſhould be more ſevere then he, I know nor; IE Q 
we look upon the obſervation of dayes as part of the 
Ceremoniaall law, which is-now aboliſhed, why doe: we. 
attribute a ſanctity to the Lords day.more then to any 
other, further then as it is defigned for our meeting to-- 
g-therto hear Gods Word,and perform-other acts of 
devotion?” If we underſtood rightly. the body and ſub- 
ſtance of our Religion, which is Chriſt, wee ſhould not 
dwell any longer in theſe ſhadows, nor would wee neg - 
lect the greater things of the law, which are Jn 
: Uagc- 
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